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IT IS AN epic tale:
opposing forces
clash; principles,
honour, the
future of history
itself is at stake. I
speak not just of the

Trojan War but of its reception. Is
Homer’s tale fact or fiction?
Allegory or archaeology? There
are two academic camps, and
when they meet things get bloody.
Strauss has chosen to believe. In
The Trojan War, he picks over the
ever-expanding textual and
artefactual evidence for the Late
Bronze Age — and jigsaw puzzles
together a factual account of this
heady, gory time. Imaginative,
sympathetic and plausible.
Bettany Hughes
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